
Christ in the Passover

Teaching out of a book by same name by Ceil and Moishe Rosen (founders of Jews for Jesus).

I and the Rosens make our case out of the Scriptures... So, as always, I remind you to jot Acts 17:11 at

the top of your notepad. Paul praised the Bereans because they accepted his teachings with all readiness

but searched the scriptures daily to see if what he taught was so.

Why study Passover? Because...

• The Jews are STILL God's chosen people! If this is news to you, I encourage you to read

Romans 9, 10, 11, Paul's three chapter defense of Israel. God is not through with Israel. We

have a teaching here at JHOP, if you are interested. Come up afterward and I'll tell you where to

find it (on our website soon, I hope. It's going through a remodel right now).

• The Jewish Scriptures are still in effect

Matthew 5:17-19 – Many, many unfulfilled prophecies in the Jewish prophets, prophecies that

are corroborated by Jesus, Paul, Peter, John and others in the New Testament.

• Jesus' Last Supper was a Passover meal... and he was showing the disciples how he himself

fulfills the feast.

Quick overview of Feasts of the LORD

There are 7 feasts in Leviticus. The first is Passover, which we will cover tonight.

1. Passover

2. Unleavened bread

3. First Fruits

4. Feast of Weeks – Pentecost

5. Feast of Trumpets

6. Day of Atonement

7. Feast of Booths

Please note... all these feasts in Leviticus are called the Feasts of the LORD. Not the Feasts of Israel.

It is the LORD, Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, who we worship – the Father – and

Jesus is His son and the Messiah, the Christ.

So, we are allowed, even encouraged, to celebrate the Feasts of the LORD.

Let's go to I Corinthians 5:7-8.

Dr. David H. Stern, in the Jewish New Testament Commentary says, 

I question the common assumption that Sha'ul's Passover language here is entirely figurative. I

seen no compelling reason in the context to excise the plain sense.... Instead, it seems that the

early believers, Gentiles included, observed the Jewish feast of Pesach. … Evidently the

Corinthian congregation observed Passover without supposing that, as many of today's



Christians might think, they were “going back under the Law.”

All the feasts of prophetic... here's a quick recap (we'll have to see when the LORD lets us dig in to

these another time.

1. Passover – Spring – Jesus' death on cross

2. Unleavened bread – Spring – the cleansing of sin from the Body of Messiah, that is the

Church, all who believe

3. First Fruits – Spring – resurrection of Jesus – I Corinthians 15:20-22 – Paul says Jesus is the

first fruit of the resurrection we all hope and wait for

4. Feast of Weeks – Late Spring – we call it Pentecost from the Greek because that's what the

Greek-speaking Jews called it. It's 7 weeks, really 50 days from feast of First Fruits.

In Jewish tradtion, it's the day the God gave Moses and Israel the Law, so the birth of the nation.

We know it as the birth of the Church as the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Believers in

Jerusalem.

SUMMER: a time of labor and harvest – Fields are ready for harvest – John 4:25

5. Feast of Trumpets – Early autumn – “When not on Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year

– Jewish New Year)  is characterized by the blowing of the shofar, intended to symbolically

awaken the listeners from their "slumbers" and alert them to the coming judgment.” (Wikipedia,

Maimonides)

This prepares for the Day of Atonement. For future fulfillment, Read the trumpet judgments in

Revelation.

6. Day of Atonement – Autumn – Solemn assembly for repentance and forgiveness (was annual –

High Priest would enter Holy of Holies just on this day to atone for sins of nation).

Jesus fulfills this as High Priest, sprinkles his own blood from Cross... but in future, this will be

day Israel recognizes her Messiah and will look on Him who they pierced (Zech 12:10).

7. Feast of Booths (or Tabernacles) – Autumn (final harvest) – this is a celebration of freedom and

memorial of the wilderness wandering.

Zechariah 14:16 – only feast mentioned in the prophecies of the Millennium and Kingdom Age.

All the nations will will celebrate this and go to Jerusalem to worship the King.



Why Passover?

Quick recap: 

• God calls Abraham out of what is now Iraq.

• Abraham heads to Canaan, has Isaac, who has Jacob

• Jacob is living in Land with his 11 sons (Joseph already in Egypt, a prepared deliverer)

when famine hits.

• Jacob's family, 70 people, go to Egypt to weather famine with provision organized by Jospeh

• 400 years later, there are millions of Hebrews in Egypt. They are not seeking the Promised

Land like Abraham. They are complacent and disobedient to the promise.

• The new Pharaoh does not know anything about Joseph. In fear, he enslaves the Hebrews.

• Israel needs a new mindset... “They needed to be delivered , not only from Pharaoh, but

from Egypt itself.” (Rosen)

So God raises Moses, trains him in Egypt for 40 years, then trains him in the desert as a shepherd for

40 years (he's about to shepherd 2 million people... might as well start with sheep first).

Pharaoh resists... God will use 10 plagues to change Pharaoh’s mind and to judge Egypt for her

idolatry.

All the plagues are significant, but we'll just focus on the last...

Let's go to Exdous 4:22-23

Moses hasn't even left the desert yet, and God is telling him the last plague first. Why did God

kill the first born? Because Pharaoh withheld God's first born son (point to ponder. Israel is the

first born. All of us in Jesus are sons of God, joint-heirs with Jesus. But Israel is the first born).

Redemption is at the door of the Israelites BUT they were not automatically exempt from the last

plague. God had protected them through the first 9. But now they had to partake in their salvation, in

obedience.

God includes everyone in the death sentence in Exodus 11:5. All have sinned and come short of the

glory of God . God is just and righteous, but in his mercy he provides a covering, a protection.

Exodus 12:1-25....

The whole chapter tells them how to partake and that no stranger shall partake unless

circumcised. Know that if you believer in Jesus, we are grafted into Israel (Romans 11:17-24)

and we have be circumcised in our hearts (Romans 2:29) and have his Law (Torah) written our

hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-33, i.e. Holy Spirit). We are no longer strangers (Ephesians 2:12-22)

Ceil and Moshe Rosen in Christ in the Passover:

“It was a night of judgment, but the substitutionary death of the Passover lamb brought

forgiveness to God's people, Israel. It washed away 430 years of Egypt's contamination. The

blood of the lamb protected them from the wrath of Almighty.”



Passover, God's Objection Lesson
God commands those keeping the Passover to eat three things: a lamb, bitter herbs and unleavened

bread. (Exodus 12).

The Lamb

• Family had to single out the handsomest, healthiest looking yearling.

• The family had to watch it carefully for four days to make sure it was perfect in every way

• Four days later, they slaughter. The blood protects family from God's wrath. The flesh of the

animal sustains them.

• Lamb roasted with fire

• No bone is to be broken

Jesus, Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world – John 1:29

• Earlier we read I Corinthians 5:7-8, where Paul calls Jesus our Passover lamb

• I Peter 1:19-20

• later we'll read Isaiah 53, where the Messiah is described as a lamb

Jesus is watched and inspected and deemed perfect

• Passover is on the 14th of Nissan on the Jewish calendar. On the 10th of Nissan, the

Jewish families were to select a lamb and watch it before it was slaughtered on the 14th.

• Jesus' triumphal entry (what we call Palm Sunday) was the 10th of Nissan

• Jesus is crucified the morning that all the passover lambs were being slaughtered in the

Temple and taken down a buried just before every Jew runs home to eat their Passover

lamb.

• Judas Iscariot: Matthew 27:4 – I have betrayed innocent blood

• Pontus Pilate: Luke 23:4

• Earlier, I Peter 1:19-20 – Spotless

• Hebrews 4:14-15

Jesus is judged for sins of all mankind

• Fire is often picture of wrath of God. So roasting is enduring judgment.

• II Corinthians 5:21 – Jesus was made sin, who knew no sin; that we might be made the

righteousness of God in him.

• Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Jesus' bones are never broken

• Those crucified were often left for days, hanging in agony until they finally died. But

when there was hurry, as this day, because it was a holy day in Jerusalem (a Sabbath for

Passover but not a Friday), the soldiers would break legs so crucified would die.

• John 19:31-37

Bitter Herbs

• Symbolism of hardship in slavery

• Death – reminder that firstborn children of Israel lived because lambs died

• Mourning – Zechariah 12:10 – this is the verse John is quoting in the passage we read before



The Unleavened Bread

• Leaven (yeast, baking powder, baking soda) is always a symbol of sin in the Bible

• During this feast, ALL leavens and all foods with leaven must be removed from the house 

• “They did not put away leaven in order to be redeemed; rather they put away leaven because

they were redeemed.” – Rosen

• Matthew 26:26 – Jesus is the bread without sin

• We are the Body of Messiah, also with out sin... we put away sin (Romans 6, 7, 8).

Passover and the Last Supper
The passover ritual has evolved from that given in Exodus 12 to the one done in the 1st century to the

one done today. We won't cover all that. But, because the Last Supper was a Passover meal, I want to

cover the four cups of wine, which were already in effect in Jesus' time. 

Four cups of wine

Each cup remembers the four promises of Exodus 6:6-7

1. I will bring you out of Egypt (Cup of Sanctification)

2. I will free you (Cup of Deliverance)

3. I will redeem you (Cup of Redemption)

4. I will take you as my own people (Cup of Restoration)

Just by the names (and these are Jewish designations) we see how Jesus fulfills each one.

Matthew 26:26-30

There is a prescribed order for the Passover meal. Reading this passage with the knowledge of the

Passover order tells us which cups Jesus is referring to.

The first two cups are had before the meal, the last two after the meal. They were eating when Jesus

presents the third cup as His blood. It is the cup of redemption

The last cup, Jesus does not have... and will only have when the Kingdom is restored and He takes us

as His own people, the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Parting thought... The whole passover narrative – from Jacob seeking grain  in Egypt to Israel's

enslavement, the redemption through Moses, the wilderness wandering and Joshua's redeeming and

cleansing the Land of Israel – is the Passion play. God acted out with Israel what He is doing with all of

humanity in His love and mercy, in his righteousness and justice.

We seek provision from the world system and are enslaved to it. He sends a Redeemer to take us out.

The Lamb of God sheds his blood to protect us from God's judgment on a sinful world and wash us

clean of its contamination. Many of us believers wander in deserts of unbelief and lack of

commitment... but God faithfully shepherds us through. He feeds us and gives us drink. We are headed

to the banks of the Jordan. Yeshua – short for Yehoshua (Joshua) – is leading us to the Promised Land

where will will rule and reign with Him.

I Corinthians 11:23-26 – Let us partake


